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MINISTRY REPORT 
Ken Jackson - June 2019 

 
As I write this report, we have been serving at UCH for two and a half 

years. They say that time passes faster as you get older, and this has just 

flown by. And it’s a ministry that we never dreamed we’d be connected 

with. 
 

There will be reports from each of the ministries (some of which I’m 

going to mention) so please will you read those reports for more details. 
 

Once more we’ve had some wonderful times during the Alpha courses (3 

over the past 18 months) and Jack and Reinette have been outstanding in 

their leadership of the programme. Without either of them and their 

teams, Alpha would never be possible. We are deeply grateful to all who 

have been involved. 
 

We are planning to start Alpha#4 in October. Please do pray not only for 

the ministry, but also whether you should be involved, either as a guest, 

or as one of the team members, or who you should invite and bring along 

to join us. 
 

At different times, and for different periods, we have had evening 

services on a Sunday. The plan is to start again soon until September, and 

then Alpha happens again in October. 
 

Once more (for the second year in a row) we have reason to give thanks 

to the Lord for blessing us financially. And also to you, his faithful 

people, who have given to make this work possible. Alastair Lyle and 

Marsha Pretorius have done sterling work in keeping our finances in 

order. 
 

During the year the Board of Management has met each month to ensure 

that the work involved in the various ministries has continued. We have 

also spent many hours trying to hear from the Lord about what he would 

want us to do and be in the coming years – and my thanks to you all for 

your input over the months. This has resulted in us appointing Elders for 

the first time in the church (to be formally appointed at this AGM); to re-

roof the church building, which has been spoken about for years; to work 
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hard on bringing about some constitutional changes – with many more to 

come; and to struggle with current issues as well as issues around 

planning for the future of the church. 
 

I cannot end this report without registering thanks to some people for all 

the work that never get’s noticed, but which makes our coming together 

so much smoother and more comfortable: to Lize, Lorraine (who has now 

retired) and Debbie who make the administration work so seamlessly. To 

Jeanine, Jerome, Jernald and James for the contributions they’ve made, 

and all that they’ve done to make the upgrades to the church premises 

what  they are. 
 

Also to those who have encouraged and loved us despite the changes that 

we’ve introduced, thank you hugely. To those I have offended in any 

way, I am deeply sorry. Please forgive … and be patient, because God is 

not finished with me – or us – yet. 
 

And lastly, I cannot express how extremely grateful I am to Val for her 
support of me, along with her passion for and commitment to working 
with the children and families at UCH.  
 

Ken Jackson 
 

 
 

MINISTER’S REPORT 
 

This is my 19th AGM Report. To be honest, I don’t recall what I wrote 

on the previous 18 occasions but I feel fairly sure that at some point in 

my reports I noted the daily privilege that is mine to be a minister of 

the United Church.   
 

At the risk of sounding like a stuck record let me say again that I think 

a particular blessing of the Lord rests upon the United Church. We may 

not be the flashiest church in Hermanus and our music may not always 

be of the foot-tapping variety but there is a quality and depth about 

this congregation that says to those who gather Sunday by Sunday, 

‘God is here!’  
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This time last year a group of young folk from all over Africa attended 

our morning Service as part of the Volmoed Youth Leadership Program. 

Part of their Program involved visits to local Hermanus churches on 

Sunday mornings. Towards the end of their 3 month stay in the Valley 

they were asked to choose a church they would like to revisit before 

the Program came to a close. They unanimously chose United.  
 

A few months ago after a morning service a couple with young children 

from a well-known and popular church in Cape Town lingered after the 

service to speak to me. With tears in her eyes the young Mom 

expressed her gratitude for the Service and added, ‘I did not know that 

worship like this existed.’   
 

Those brief appreciations meant a great deal to me for they underlined 

what Jesus said to the ‘woman at the well’ in John 4. Reminding her 

that worship was not about externals, ‘this mountain or Jerusalem’ 

(‘contemporary’ or ‘classic’?), Jesus said that ‘true worship’, the 

worship that ‘the Father seeks’, is about worshipping the Father ‘in 

spirit and in truth’.  The bottom line is: Do you love God? Is your heart 

in it?   
 

Such worship is both a gift and a goal and, of course, it goes far deeper 

than what happens at church on a Sunday.  
 

This past year I have sensed the United Church moving more and more 

into that spirit-inspired, Jesus-centred worship. Worship styles may 

vary, but at the end of the day, whatever our preferred style, our 

worship must lead us closer to God in the service of His Church.  
 

That is my thanksgiving for 2018 and my prayer for the year to come.     

 

James Gray  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

It is with a thankful heart that I submit this report as we as a church have 

been truly blessed in recent times: 
 

1. Our FINANCES are in a surprisingly good state given the current 

downturn in our economy. 

2. Our FACILITIES continue to be improved and upgraded . Recent actions 

include : 

- The installation of the large screen monitor  

- The upgrading of the sound system 

- The replacing of the church roof & repainting of the interior 

(thanks to Jerome Kennedy) 

- The renovation of the cloakrooms , and upgrading of our 

church gardens (thanks to Janine) 

- The improvement of church signage (thanks to Monica White) 

- The drilling of a borehole (thanks to James & other external 

contributors) 

- The relocation of the library 
 

3. We have 2 dedicated ministers, who with their different styles 

provide an enriching diversity that continue to bless us as a 

congregation. This, together with the recent introduction of 

Eldership, signals a greater emphasis on the spiritual well-being of our 

church. 

4. There are many ministries (that are either directly or indirectly linked 

to the United Church), that have a significant impact on our broader 

Hermanus community. Even although many of these outreaches 

operate below the radar, those of our congregation that are involved 

in such actions are to be applauded for their willingness to make a 

difference.  
 

The 2018/19 Church board consisted of 12 dedicated men & women who 

each had an area of responsibility (portfolio) assigned to them. I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank each & everyone of them for their 

selfless service & commitment to the task at hand. Thanks also to the 

office & ground staff here at the church, who under the guidance of Ken 
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Jernald, have continued to provide an efficient service. Special mention 

must also be made of all those, who week by week, have assisted in the 

Sunday school & youth ministry. 
 

THE ROAD AHEAD 

While we as a board are extremely grateful for the solid base that we 

have here at the United Church, we are also very aware that there is 

always room for improvement. Circumstances change, and we as a church 

need to be constantly seeking the Lord’s guidance as to how best to 

remain relevant in a changing world. 
 

Because the United Church has a potential strategic position within the 

broader Hermanus community, the church board has spent a significant 

amount of time & energy applying its mind as to what our short-medium 

term goals should be. Our country, and indeed our town, is facing some 

serious hurdles …. and we as a church need to be part of the solution 

going forward. 
 

In closing: Let us continue to get involved, let us continue to adapt & 

let’s continue to improve so that we as a church can continue to be of 

service to our awesome God in this beautiful town of Hermanus. 
 

Ian Wiegman 
 

ALPHA PROGRAMME 
 

PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT 

This document serves as feedback to UCH AGM 2019 of the Alpha 

programmes under the auspices of or in some way related to UCH. 
 

BACKGROUND 

In UCH, Alpha serves two primary purposes: 

1. Re-ignition of the faith walks of our people; refreshing their 

relationship with Jesus. 

2. As an evangelistic platform for people wanting to know more 

about Jesus and His claims. 
 

A third aim is that we desire to create a lively community of people in 

UCH who know each other, are involved in the church opportunities (as 



7 

 

per our Ministries pamphlet) and who are prepared to be a leadership 

cadre for the expansion of Alpha programmes in our communities.  

FEEDBACK 

Three Alpha programmes have been presented, two in 2018 and one in 

2019 thus far. The fourth programme is scheduled for 9 October 2019. 

The first two were 12 weeks whilst the third was 6 weeks. This change 

was welcomed, and we will continue with it. 

All the programmes have been well received and assessments at the end 

of each programme have shown that attendance remains more than 90% 

from start to finish and most people identify an improved relationship 

with Jesus and the forming of some good friendships. About 20 discussion 

group leaders have been trained overall and we are now able to draw 

from them for future Alphas. The Task team has matured, and we remain 

so grateful for the work done by these dedicated people who make Alpha 

run like clockwork. 

A key focus has been to expand Alpha into other communities. In Alpha#2 

we invited people from Zwelihle to join us. Using a kind donation, they 

were assisted with transport and with their leaders, we were able to 

present a Zwelihle programme this year. Over a shorter period, it has 

touched the hearts of people and given us deep insight and learnings for 

future initiatives. 

In this journey we have assisted United Church, Stellenbosch to 

administer a course and they are already presenting their second one. We 

have also offered to help Kleinmond who attended Alpha#3 to experience 

an Alpha evening. 

Finally, Alpha is underpinned by prayer. To each prayer warrior, those who 

co-ordinate our prayer requests, and the God we All serve, our sincere 

Thank You. 

 

Jack Trevena 

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

for the period June 2018 to May 2019 

1. Board of Management meetings June 2018 to May 2019 
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- Average attendance  87% (balance covered by apologies) 

- Meetings held – 11 

- Congregational feedback/fellowship  -  2 

- Strategic planning sessions – 3 

 

2. Church membership 
 

 New members welcomed 38 

 Database updates (members) 19 

 Database updates (members left/deceased) till end May 46 

Members as at May 2019 697 

 Update of data base in June not included 
 

 

3. Board demographic 
 

Gender Male 9 Female 3   

Race White 12 Other 0   

Age 51-60 2 61-70 7 70+ 3 
 

 

4. Members age profile 

Age group Number % 

91 + 25 3.6 

81 to 90 167 24 

71 to 80 242 34.7 

61 to 70 172 24.7 

51 to 60 53 7.6 

41 to 50 21 3 

31 to 40 9 1.3 

Under 30 2 0.3 

Unknown 6 0.9 

Total 697  
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5. General 

- Data base update is not fully completed yet 

- People leave without advising the church 

- It is estimated that in excess of 100 people who are not on our 

membership list attend services regularly 

- It is estimated that in excess of 50 members cannot attend services 

and other church activities due to incapacity or inability to do so. 
 

Dudley Meyer 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT - YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH, 2019 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT  
 

Thanks to the continuing and much appreciated wonderful support from 

the congregation, I am able to present the best financial figures the 

Church has ever recorded. 

INCOME in total for the year was R 3,269,878 as against EXPENDITURE of 

R 2,860,961 leaving a SURPLUS of R 408,917 

As regards INCOME, Tithes and Offerings were up around 14%,exceeding 

R3m for the first time. Christmas Day and Good Friday offerings are 

dedicated and distributed in their entirety so, although in the 

comparative figures, have been excluded in the current year’s interest 

earned on funds at the bank are maximised as much as possible whilst 

rental income is fairly token. 

As regards EXPENDITURE Pastoral costs now account for nearly 50% of 

same , with  Salaries and Wages of the Office staff accounting for over 

another 20%.With running a fairly tight ship as regards Office and General 

expenses further savings were achieved but future budgets are being 

prepared to eliminate / highlight any major variances thereto. Property 

Maintenance we have also kept well under control although with on-going 

issues with the roof we exceeded budget and are likely to be in for more 

serious costs there. Mission / Charities are as per the schedule in the AFS 
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and now with thanks to the Benevolent Fund being much better 

supported we are more able to assist where required. 

As regards the BALANCE SHEET there were minimal additions to the 

Buildings. At the year-end we again had a very healthy and increased 

bank balance with the bulk earning interest. As by and large we keep the 

accounts on a cash basis the increase in Current Liabilities is in respect of 

funds held on behalf of various projects. 

Audited Financial Statements (AFS) are available   
 

Alastair Lyle – Treasurer 
 

Balance Sheet as at 31 March, 2019 
 

Capital Employed 2019 2018 

Capital Reserves R6 918 827 R 6 894 828 

Revenue Reserves 710 727 325 809 

Dedicated Funds 160 628 112 926 

General Funds 1 826 998 1 728 186 

 R9 617 180 R 9 061 749 

Employment of Capital  
 

Fixed Assets R 6 918 827 R 6 894 828 

Current Assets – Bank and Cash 2  878 399 2 220 794 

            - Other 10 120 35 249 

Current Liabilities (190 166) (89 122) 

 R9 617 180 R 9 061 749 
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Income and Expenditure   Statement Year Ended 31 March, 2019 
 

 2019 2018 

Income 
  

   Tithes and offerings R 3 044 743 R 2 754 002 

   Other 225 135 185 577 

 R 3 269 878 R 2 939 579 

Expenditure 
  

   Pastoral R1 398 816 R 1 371 804 

   Salaries and wages 582 252 566 275 

   Office 170 300 157 265 

   Property maintenance 143 601 77 060 

   General/Other 272 686 285 584 

   Missions and Charities 293 306 424 305 

 R 2 860 961 R 2 882 293 

Net Surplus / ( Deficit) R 408 917 R 57 286 

 
Building Fund Year ended 31 March, 2019 

 

 2019 (R) 2018(R) 

Building Fund   

   Opening Balance 2 610  - 

   Offerings 13 390 2 610 

   Interest - - 

   Payments - - 

   Transfers to Cap. Reserve - - 

Closing balance 1 6000 2 610- 
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Additions to Fixed Assets Year ended 31 March, 2019 
 

 2019 (R) 2018 (R) 

New Building  23 999 16 014 

Garden - - 

Santa/Red Cross - - 

 R 23 999 R 16 014  

Manse - - 

Office - - 

 
 
 

Income and Expenditure Budget Year Ending 31 March, 2020 
 

 2020  Budget 2019  Actual 

Income   

   Tithes, offerings, special R 3 172 000 R 3 044 743 

   Other 216 000 225 135 

 R3 388 000 R3 269 878 

Expenditure   

   Pastoral R 1 487 352 R1 398 816 

   Salaries and wages 692 450 582 252 

   Office 197 500 170 300 

   Property maintenance 120 000 143 600 

   General/Other 321 000 272 687 

   Missions and Charities 358 950 293 306 

 R 3 177 252  R 2 860 961 

Net Surplus / ( Deficit) R210 748 R 408 917 
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MINISTRY REPORT 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 2018-2019 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter 

the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way 

opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we 

have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God 

with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, 

having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience 

and having our bodies washed with pure water.  

   Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 

promised is faithful. 

Hebrews 10:19-22 
 

Andrew Murray once said:  “The man who mobilizes the Christian church 

to pray will make the greatest contribution to world evangelisation in 

history.”! 
 

 Prayer intercession group:  We continue to meet every Wednesday 

morning @ 7-8:00, as we have been for the last six years. The group has 

truly bonded and on occasion we do share and pray for one another.   

What has been significant is the spiritual deepening that has taken place 

over time and also the true intercessory nature of each meeting. 

Scripture and the faithful guidance of God’s Holy Spirit is our only source 

and inspiration and we find the Lord’s prayer, “Your Name be made holy, 

Your kingdom come and Your will be done” becoming the plumb line of 

our prayers. God is faithful!    

This group has also grown in number over time and it is our sincere prayer 

that more of our church members will join us on a Wednesday morning.   
 

 Alpha:  We have been privileged to participate in the prayer initiative for 

ALPHA.  It was a new experience for us to receive the prayer requests 

from our African guests during the last two ALPHA interventions: so 

willing and far less reserved to bring their requests before the Lord. More 

importantly, the content of their prayers and requests was humbling and 
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moving: prayer for reconciliation between black & white and for Christ’s 

love to draw us closer to one another and a strong desire to be used as 

instruments to spread the gospel in Zwe.  How refreshing and we were so 

grateful for this opportunity to join them in prayer. 
 

 Prayer watch: This initiative was started a number of years ago under 

the auspices of Jericho Walls – a prayer organisation focussing exclusively 

on praying and interceding for our country. We have in recent months 

reviewed the content and format of the prayer letter and have decided 

to distribute and such prayer requests via WhatsApp to our intercessory 

group.   

 

 Other:  Prayer on the Mount continues the first Saturday under James’ 

leadership and so the monthly missions prayer meeting at Marietjie’s 

home.  We also use our WhatsApp group for urgent prayer requests – 

please keep that in mind.  (083 2288 657) 

 

 Bulletin prayer initiative:  With this initiative we were hoping to reach 

more people in the congregation to join us in prayer.  The nature of these 

little prompts, however subtle, is to help establish the practice of prayer; 

or to lift a stale prayer life; and to use the Word of God as the point of 

departure for prayer as opposed to our needs (which is the often our 

default mode) and to teach, e.g. the role of Holy Spirit; Words of blessing 

and most recently, Spiritual warfare.  However, we have discontinued the 

printing of these prayer prompts as the office found that the leaflets 

were not picked up at the entrances to the church. 

I close with the following words of Andrew Murray:   

“We must begin to believe that God, in the mystery of prayer, 
has entrusted us with a force that can move the Heavenly world, 

and can bring its power down to earth.”  -Andrew Murray 
 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in 
every way. The Lord be with all of you. 
 

Lynette Marchant 
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MISSIONS MINISRY 
 

 Monthly Prayer Meetings are continuing on the first Monday of every 

month at Marietjie Hodgkin’s house with Corrie Lucas leading the 

small but faithful group.  

 The following is an update of the missionaries who we support 

financially and/or in prayer: 
 

 Noel and Jean Livesey (Celebrate Recovery). The “Valley Outreach 

Project” which Noel has headed for so many years has come to an 

end, mostly because of the changing labour and housing situation on 

farms in the Valley as well as the lack of a proper facility in which to 

meet. However, thanks to his efforts over many years, new spiritual 

leaders have come forward who were trained to continue with the 

work. Noel still meets with these leaders weekly. Noel’s focus has 

shifted and his Recovery 4 Life Ministry focusses on the needs of 

people who are recovering from substance abuse. He has recently 

began with a Celebrate Recovery Men’s group and he and Jean are 

currently on a study tour to the USA and Canada to learn more about 

this exciting program developed by Rick Warren. The Vernacular 

Media Ministry is still continuing in collaboration with Lubabalo 

Gecwa from Zwelihle, who is producing Christian Xhosa movies to 

reach Xhosa-speaking families. 

 Dinky du Toit and Nadine Taylor (Child Evangelism Fellowship South 

Africa). Both are members of our congregation and have continued 

during the past year with the Yomelilani and United Church Good 

News clubs.  Between the two venues they have an average of 75 to 

100 children being reached weekly. 

Two new Good News Clubs have started at Mount Pleasant Primary 

for the primary and secondary phases. The average attendance at 

these schools are between 50 to 75 children together. As of January a 

weekly assembly has commenced at the Hawston Primary School. 

There they reach approximately 1 100 children at each session.   

Their Super Seminar that was held last year, training the folk from 

Hawston, Mount Pleasant and Zwelihle, to plant more individuals 



16 

 

within their communities and churches.  Whilst the training was 

successful it has been extremely difficult getting them going with the 

protest disruptions as well as the working class that have to make 

time to get them going. Currently they have five individuals that are 

definite candidates for growing the work of spreading the gospel to 

the children of our communities. 

They are planning and trusting for growth this year through new Good 

News Clubs and Sunday Schools and are most thankful to the Lord for 

the opportunities He has blessed them with. 

Please pray for them and especially for the language barriers, safety 

and that God will open doors where worldliness is trying its best to 

replace Him.   

 Matusik family. Stephan, Iris and their family have now settled 

permanently in Hermanus after serving as missionaries in South Sudan 

for 21 years. They still have strong ties with German-based relief aid 

NPO “Ark Help Services International”. 

The most significant development the past year has been the 

partnership with Theuns Engelbrecht of Foundations for Farming 

/Farming God’s Way, in Voorstekraal, Genadendal. Theuns is a 

retired missionary with over 20 years’ experience in Zambia where he 

planted 150 churches, using agriculture as a tool to engage the 

community. 

Stephan decided to get more involved in this ministry as they could 

see God’s hand at work and evidence of the move of the Spirit in the 

lives of those that Theuns had been working with over the last 2 

years.  

Stephan and Iris continue to be involved in the Hermanus Home 

School environment which includes many opportunities to encourage 

the Body of Christ locally. This includes technical, sport and other 

social activities which nurture Christian families. Iris also continues 

her support of several children’s ministries locally while home 

schooling their children. 

 Marlene Ganga (African Inland Missions’ Creative Access). We were 

blessed to have Marlene visiting us at the end of last year when she 
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told us about their initiatives in Madagascar where they work 

alongside local businesses to develop opportunities through business 

relationships to bring the gospel to people. She will visit us early in 

June to update us on the latest developments in her ministry.    

 Luke and Lucy Proffit (previously in Uganda). The Proffit family has 

returned to South Africa after working amongst the Ik people in 

Uganda on a two-year commitment. Luke, a medical doctor, is 

currently an inactive member of AIM while specialising in family 

medicine in Cape Town.  

 Louise Hindley (Kenya/Somali people). Louise has moved to the 

North East Province of Kenya and has gone through trying times 

settling into her new surroundings and accommodation. She has had 

many challenges during the past year concerning her health, her 

family and acclimatising to the extreme conditions where she now 

stays and works. 

 Jeanette and Heather (Indian Ocean Island). These two lovely old 

ladies run a Christian bookshop and Bible School on the island of 

Mayotte and also look back on a challenging year with earthquakes, 

cyclones, political turmoil, health issues and having to move to new 

accommodation. 

 Grant and Loki Swanepoel has left the mission field amongst the 

Nomads in northern Kenya to further his studies in Theology in the 

UK. He unfortunately could not enrol and the family moved back to 

SA. He now works at the Word of Live Student Church in Port 

Elizabeth where he continues to minister to the young adults and 

children in and around PE.  

 Nick & Lynn Swanepoel (Korr, Kenya). The Swanepoels retired a 

number of years ago and now lives in the UK after spending 33 years 

among the Rendille people in northern Kenya. On August 18th 2018, 

the completion of a life-long project by Nick to translate the New 

Testament in the Rendille language was celebrated in Korr. Pray for 

Nick as he has started with the translation of the old testament.  

 Steve & Lorraine Stavropoulos (Trans World Radio)  
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Steve, an engineer with TWR, was until recently based in 

Johannesburg after working for many years in Swaziland and Benin 

(West Africa). He and Lorraine have since the end of 2018 moved back 

to Swaziland to take up the position of Station Director for a two year 

period. 

Steve joined TWR Swaziland in  May 1977 as an electrical engineer.  In 

1978 he met Lorraine.  They returned together to Swaziland 

immediately after being married (in the Hermanus United Church) in 

January 1979.  Steve worked shifts for a number of years, became 

operations manager and then became the chief engineer for 18 years 

before moving to West Africa in May 2014 to serve as TWR engineer 

for that region. In April 2017, they relocated to the TWR Africa 

Regional Office, South Africa, as base for future projects in Benin and 

other countries and have now been asked to move back to Swaziland 

again. Lorraine will continue as the DX secretary for Africa as well as 

audition programs before they air. They believe this to be God's plan 

for them at this time. 
  

 We still support three retired missionaries who live in Hermanus 

namely Margaret Herringshaw, who still regularly attend our church 

services, Bettie Alcock and Christene Lovette. 

Albert Koeslag, retired OMF director, passed away last year and his 

wife, Barbara, has moved to a care centre closer to her daughter in 

Johannesburg. We will miss them immensely. 
 

Robbie Viljoen 

 
SMALL GROUPS MINISRY 

 

Small groups are an essential element in the church becoming all that we 

are called to be.  
 

Sadly (and with a great deal of embarrassment) I need to report that I 

have done very little with the small groups in the past year. But there are 

about 15 groups that meet at different times of the week, at different 
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times of the day and in different venues around the greater Hermanus 

area.  
 

Those who attend love getting together, and the groups are led or 

facilitated by people who faithfully do so with little or no 

encouragement. My great thanks and humble apologies to them. 
 

But in the coming year I would like the opportunity to put right what has 

not happened over the past year, and would very much like to take 

responsibility for the groups again. 
 

Ken Jackson 

 
SOCIAL CONCERNS 

 

IZIBUSISO FOSTER HOME 
 

We are now in our 11th year that the United Church has worked with 

Hermanus Child Welfare to provide a much-needed service to the 

children of Zwelihle. 

Sheila Hempe continues to give an amazing service and love to all our 

children.  Assistant House Mother, Miriam assists in her valued role in 

caring for our children. 
 

We have wonderful stories to tell – children who have been abandoned – 

our youngest baby came to us the day she was born as the mother felt 

she could not care for another child – Mother aged 19 years and already 

has 4 other children.  Pleased to report that we are in the final stages of 

adoption for this little girl. 
 

Our little one who was left in a pit latrine to die and was rescued and 

brought to Izi – very severely brain damaged – was transferred to Agape in 

Grabouw where he will be helped to progress within his capabilities.  

We have a little boy who was abandoned on the doorsteps of clinic in 

Grabouw – highly intelligent and we are pushing hard to find him adoptive 

parents. 
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Fund raising is an on-going project to keep the home running.  We thank 

you and pray that members of the church continue their wonderful 

financial assistance. 
 

I am delighted to let you all know that Richard Cock and Siyabonga 

Maqunga will again be coming to perform Christmas Concerts on 11 

December 2019.  Our annual Golf day takes place on 31 October.  Both 

events are major fund raisers for Izi. 
 

Child Welfare are responsible for placement of the children, but the 

running of the home is down to the United Church members and the loyal 

support we receive from people like Abagold. An extension to the home is 

planned for later this year as soon as the lease on the land is renewed. 

We keep in touch with the children who have been adopted or returned 

to their homes.  Everyone who has been touched by the love of the Izi 

Angels is remembered by us and placed in our prayers. 
 

There is so much that needs to be done in the township and surrounding 

areas and we can only do this with the love of the people of The United 

Church.  Thank you all so much for your ongoing support. 
 

Sheila Lyle Administrator Izibusiso 

SOUP KITCHEN 
 

We have been fortunate to pick up a few more helpers. Numbers have 

been averaging 28 for the last few weeks with a high of 39. Thanks to 

bread, rolls, pizza wedges, pies etc., received from Food Lovers Market 

the homeless have had a bit more variety. Excess quantities have been 

distributed to Hermanus Staan Saam [Tronelle Meintjies 082 737 1226] 

and Yomelelani. The quality of soup provided is exceptionally high and 

nutritious and receives numerous "thank you's" from people not normally 

given to expressing themselves. We try to make them feel welcome at 

the United Church. 

We have 5 groups and three of them have 5 people in their group. 

Everyone is very willing and we are training up the newbies. [23 in total 

plus 5 on extra help list when people cannot do duty - they do not want 

to be on permanently]. 
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I am going to be away from 24/06 to 13/08 so busy getting people to take 

over my duties e.g. fruit, Food Lovers collection and distribution. The 

team leaders are great. 
 

JUBILEE HAVEN 
 

Nothing new on Jubilee we are waiting on the results of our disaffiliation 

process still 2 children with Dali coming home from boarding school some 

weekends and holidays. 
 

HALLELUJAH BOUTIQUE 
 

The boutique (second-hand clothing) has been running successfully now 

for a few years. Thankfully Rene and Lynette took the advantage of the 

space left from the bookstore to begin this successful facility. We serve 

the community in need, child welfare, sofca, soup kitchen, siyazama 

retirement home where meals are supplied and many others.  Sometimes 

we receive small cash donations which goes to the benevolent fund. 

Recently we were able to contribute 10 boxes of various clothing to assist 

with the Zimbabwe/Mozambique disaster. Thanks to our church members 

for constant contributions and encourage the continued participation.  

We are in need of shoes. Thank you. 

SIYAZAMA 
 

We were approached by Esther to assist in any way possible with the 

feeding scheme for the aged in Zwelihle. We were able to procure 

regular breads and other items donated for their use.  
 

LITTLE BUSY BEES HAWSTON 
 

This is a creche in Hawston which serves around 40 children run by 

Juliana and Mark Arendse charging a minimal fee. The children are from 

broken homes and many parents are on drugs. Juliana has completed the 

child evangelism course with Dinky through UCH. 
 

They are building a new facility and approached us for assistance in 

whichever way we could help. Due to certain circumstances we have 

decided to assist with building materials new and old where possible. 
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Thanks to the renovations done in the bathrooms at UCH we have been 

able to pass on some items with their special thanks. 

 

Leonie Croucher 

 

 

LIGHTHOUSE KIDS MINISTRY 
 

Our Sunday school continues to grow in both number of children and 

excitement. We have even gained 3 teachers this year Ria Viljoen, 

Lorraine Ruddy and Jill Smit.  We are so pleased to have them on board. 
 

Lesson Material:   

Our theme for the 1st term was “Slimed” which dealt with the stories of 

Jacob.  At first he was a real slimy guy but with the help of God he 

became a different person.  Our theme for the 2nd term is “Jesus and 

science”.  This has been a wonderfully exciting series of lessons. Each 

week we did an experiment accompanied by a story of one of the 

miracles that Jesus did when he was on the earth.  The amazing things 

that happen in experiments can be explained scientifically but God has 

the ability to do all things, even things we cannot explain. 

One of the verses we learnt this term was Matthew 19:26.  Jesus said:  

“With man this is impossible but with God, all things are possible.” 

Messy Church: We started the term with an Easter messy church.  Many 

members of our church helped with manning craft stations or with 

preparing the hotdogs.  This event was well-attended – more than 50 

children accompanied by their parents.  Our aim was to attract people to 

church for a non-threatening, fun afternoon with the hope that they 

would come back.  This proved to be successful and we are planning our 

next Messy church for the first week in the 3rd term.  Please let us know 

if you would like to help. 
 

Parent information sessions by Sue Kumleben        

Sue Kumleben very kindly presented two workshops  entitled  “Bringing 

out the best in your child” and “Fostering emotional intelligence” during 

the first term of the year.  Parents from all schools in the area were 
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invited and the workshops were well attended and greatly enjoyed by all.  

We look forward to a follow up session next year. 
 

Please pray:  We as teachers are super excited about the wonderful God 

we serve and about having the opportunity to share this good news with 

our children.  We take great care in selecting our teaching material and 

preparing our lessons in such a way that they are fun but also 

informative.  Please pray for our Sunday school: 
 

 That we select the correct teaching material 

 For the teachers preparing and presenting the lessons weekly 

 For our children receiving the message 

 For the parents of the children    
 

Thank you for your prayers and support. 
 

Ann Groenewald 

 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

We continued to “Walk with the Women of the Bible” being our theme 

for 2018. 

Report from April 2018 – February 2019 still under United Church 

Women’s Union 

APRIL 2018 - This month we walked with Ruth, a Moabite widow, who 

willingly left her homeland to care for her mother-in-law, Naomi, who 

was also a widow – Ruth 3:5 “Looking after others “ 
 

Allocations was discussed and donations to various charities was noted.  

Cash Donations were made to: 
 

1. Sound system for Church – R30 000.00 

2. 8 Xhosa Bibles -  R640.00  

3. Elim Home -  R1 000.00    

4. Overstrand Hospice -  R1,200.00  

5. Blankets for needy -  R4,000.00  

6. SOFCA Nappy Fund -  R506.00   
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7. Anaesthetist for 6 years old Kiara Theron – for her cleft pallet  

operation - R2,500.00 

8. Nomzamu Educare -  R2,000.00   

9. Hermanus Staan Saam – R2,000.00 

10. Rescue Animal Drive – R1,000.00 

11. Child Evangelism Fellowship – R1,000.00 

12. Sofca residents – R382.60 
 

A fun afternoon was enjoyed by working in groups of 4, matching Bible 

characters to songs. All working through their Bibles. 
 

MAY 2018 -  This month we walked with Rachel who was the beautiful 

daughter of Laban who was a Sheppard watching over her father’s flock -  

Genesis 29:9. 
 

The ladies enjoyed an afternoon of fun and laughter with Vanessa Meyer 

of “Ageless Grace” doing exercises with the ladies whilst sitting in their 

chairs. 
 

JUNE 2018 -   There was no meeting in June. 

Busy Bee held a mini morning market on Saturday 1st June. Here the 

ladies were able to share with all their gifts and talents that is so clearly 

seen in their beautiful handmade items, knitted items, crafts and much 

more. 

During June/July the WU had a Winter Project Drive of Blankets, Jerseys 

and Shoes. We were so blessed by the kindness shown by the many 

donations we received. The Generation Schools, Hermanus donated more 

than 10 boxes and bags of blankets, jerseys, clothes and shoes. This 

coincided with their Mandela Day of giving to the needy which we as the 

WU, in return collected from them to distribute to the needy.  
 

A number of the Women’s Union ladies got together one morning and 

sorted and boxed all of the above. We were so blessed to have been able 

to distribute to 11 Charities in and around the Overberg District. 
 

Needy organizations distributed to: 

1. Child Welfare – Hermanus 

2. Jubilee Home – Hawston 
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3. Hermanus Staan Saam 

4. 2 x Old Age Homes in Zwelihle  

5. Lady named Joyce – who personally distributed amongst needy 

6. Fisherhaven – distributed amongst needy people door-to-door 

7. Hawston Hospice 

8. Lombardy House – Hermanus 

9. Elim Home – Napier  

10. Masiphumelele – Zwelihle 

11. Children’s Outreach – Hemel & Aarde Valley 

 

JULY 2018 -  Walking with “Eve” First woman, wife and Mother of all the 

Living. 
 

We had an open meeting discussing what the ladies would like to do at 

future meetings. The aim is to always try to make our monthly meetings 

interesting and exciting for all.  
 

A few ladies of the Executive arranged to visit Elim Home in Napier on 

the 25th July. This is a residential special care centre for children with 

mental and physical disabilities. The donations of clothing and blankets 

were taken to the Home and was received with much gratitude and 

thankful hearts. 

AUGUST 2018 - This month we walked with the “Queen of Sheba” the 

unnamed Queen from the land of Sheba. She was drawn to King 

Solomon’s fame and travelled to meet with him bringing with her a large 

quantity of spices, gold and precious stones.  
 

Val Jackson, wife of Rev Ken Jackson one of the co-ordinators of the 

“Shoebox Project” Hermanus came to share with the ladies what the 

project is all about. 
 

Our speaker, Leonie Croucher, Social Concerns Board member, shared 

with the ladies her involvement with the “Hemel & Aarde “Children’s 

Outreach Programme and the wonderful time that is spent with the 

children.  
 

SEPTEMBER 2018 - Our Spring tea was not only enjoyed by our ladies but 

so too with ladies of our neighbouring churches and friends. A group of 
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our WU ladies performed “The Story of the Rainbow” much to the delight 

of all and ended with all singing - “Bind us together in Love” 

accompanied by Rev James Gray on the piano. Approximately 90 ladies 

attended our Spring Tea. 
 

OCTOBER 2018 – Our upcoming coffee morning market to be held on the 

1st Dec was discussed so too our Christmas lunch in November. 
 

Our guest speaker Jane Wood held a demonstration on how to make 

decorations for Christmas table and tree. Lots of lovely ideas were 

shared. 
 

NOVEMBER 2018 – For our Christmas closure of the Women’s Union it was 

decided to treat the ladies and take them to a restaurant. We met at the 

Cattle Baron for an early Christmas lunch on Wednesday the 14th 

November. We enjoyed a very delicious Buffet lunch. The extra touch of 

Christmas crackers was added to the tables and it turned out to be a very 

happy and joyful day for all. 
 

DECEMBER 2018 -  Our Annual morning market was held on Saturday 1st 

December. All the hard work that was put in by one and all towards 

making our market a success paid off as R29, 100.00 was generated. 

“Bags of Love” was a wonderful success with Elma coordinating on behalf 

of the WU with Terry McCarthy. Distribution was made before Christmas 

where needed. 
 

1. 8 bags to Fisherhaven 

2. 30 bags to Child Welfare (Social workers) 

3. 21 bags to farms in Hemel en Aarde Valley delivered by Noel Livesey 

4. 10 bags to Jubilee Haven 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 –  Our first meeting of the year was led by Rev. James 

Gray and he spoke to the ladies about “Love “, based on our theme for 

2019. The ladies shared Holy Communion together with Rev James Gray 

as is the tradition of the WU at the start of a new year. 
 

At our meeting the changing of our name from “Women’s Union “to 

“Women’s Fellowship” was discussed with the ladies and all agreed that 
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it was a good change. Changes to our Constitution was also discussed 

which will be discussed more in depth at our AGM in March. 
 

Report for March 2019 under the new name of United Church Women’s 

Fellowship. 
 

MARCH 2019 –  A number of our ladies attended the Women’s World day 

of Prayer which was hosted by St Peters Church. This was the 89th 

celebration of the Day of Prayer in South Africa. The writer country was 

Slovenia and the Order of Worship was written by Slovenia WDP 

Committee. The Theme was - ‘’ Come – Everything is Ready “. 

Background information on the Republic of Slovenia was available for 

reading in the booklet handed out. Interesting slides were shown 

throughout the service showing the country of Slovenia with pictures 

depicting the daily lives of the Slovenia women. The day of prayer was 

attended by approximately 100 ladies and lovely tea and refreshments 

were enjoyed after the service.  
 

The Women’s Fellowship AGM took place on Monday 11th March. 

Consideration and adopting of the new proposed Constitution was 

presented to the meeting and accepted by all. 

Proposed by: Jean Cilliers   Seconded by: Dorette Coetzee 

The Annual Report was read and was accepted as a true reflection of our 

year’s activities. 

Proposed by: Mercia Uys     Seconded by: Pat Etsebeth 
 

Election of members for the Executive Committee occurred and the 

following members were elected:  
 

1. President – Denise Eady 

2. Vice President – Carol Smith 

3. Secretary – Margaret Johansson 

4. Treasurer – Marsha Pretorius 

5. 2 Unit Leaders – Carol Smith & René Naude 

 Additional members - Elma Abbott, Alison Drummond, Dorette   

 Coetzee 
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Thank you to all who attended our meetings and may the United Church 

Women’s Fellowship grow in the Fountain of God’s Love. 
 

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in Him shall not perish but have 

everlasting life “ 
 

Women’s Fellowship Executive Committee 
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PROPERTY 

 

The following projects were embarked on and completed. 

 

Funded by the United Church: 

 

1. The exterior of the church buildings were cleaned, repaired and 

painted. 

2. New lightning, wooden cross and notice boards were erected at the 

Royal street entrance of the church. 

3. Carpets throughout the building were cleaned. 

4. Upgrades to the flat at The Manse, new geyser, taps and electrical 

fittings were installed. 

5. New store room was erected as storage space was a necessity 

6. The main roof of church was replaced, faze 1 and 2 completed. 

7. All general maintenance was carried out throughout the year. 

8. New curtains were fitted in the hall. 

9. The sound system was upgraded and partly funded by the Women’s 

ministry 
 

The following projects were completed and funded by donations from 

members of the congregation: 

 

1. A compost bin was built in the garden 

2. Ladies and men’s cloakrooms were upgraded 

3. The interior of the church, foyer and library were repainted 

4. New library shelving was installed in the vestry 

5. Garden was upgraded and maintained 

6. A new borehole was sunk and electrical pump was installed to 

water the garden. 
 

Jernald Kennedy 
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CONSTITUTION 
 

The only Constitutional changes are the Eldership Policy & Procedures as 

reflected in the minutes of the SGM held on 14 March 2019. 
 

Henning Viljoen 

 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 


